
Set up a kitchen that will help you cook and entertain happily ever after with exclusive essentials

from Cuisinart, Wüsthof, KitchenAid, Breville, DeLonghi, Nespresso, Le Creuset, Shun and All-Clad.

The present with a future. That’s the gift of

Visit williams-sonoma.com or contact a local store to set up a registry appointment

S P R I N G / S U M M E R  2 0 1 0

$5.95 USA  $5.95 CAN

Spring / Summer 2010  

Please display until July 18, 2010
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Stunning    
BOLD & BEAUTIFUL 
CAKES, FLOWERS & DECOR

Real Weddings to
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Jedediah Hawkins Inn 
& Costa Rica
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Bridal Couture
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For Colleen O’Keefe and James Rybakoff, their home in Quogue 
really is a house of dreams.

James’ Hamptons home wasn’t much more than a construction site 
when he started dating Colleen in the fall of 2004, but that didn’t 
keep him from bringing Colleen with him to walk around the house, 
imagining the life they’d have there.

“He’d say, ‘This is where our bedroom will be,’ or ‘Here’s where I will 
make fires for you and tuck you in at night,’ or ‘I’m building you a big 
kitchen so you can whip up some of your delicious onion soup for 
us,’” remembers Colleen. She was equally sure that James was the one.

The couple met through a mutual friend over drinks when James 
made an unexpected appearance at a lounge where Colleen and her 
friend were chatting. Colleen later learned how serendipitous their 
meeting had been as she became familiar with James’ busy schedule. 
Colleen’s friend thought Colleen and James would make the perfect 
couple and worked a little matchmaker magic, inviting James to 
come to her own upcoming wedding. Colleen and James didn’t need 
much encouragement — the attraction between them was evident, 
and when James drove Colleen home from the wedding that night, 
he invited her to come out to the Hamptons with him the next day.

In spite of that sense of instant rightness, it took James four years to 
pop the question. Colleen and James had talked about marriage, but 
he was taking his time. “There were a lot of girls’ nights out discussing 
what he was waiting for,” laughs Colleen. “But I knew James loved 
me and wanted to marry me — I knew I just had to have a little  
more patience.” The wait, of course, was worth it, when James took 
Colleen on an engagement ring shopping trip to Tiffany, Graff, and 
Cartier. He made her wait four more months before he popped the 
question on a London holiday.

There was no question that Colleen and James wanted to have the 
wedding reception at their Quogue home, but Colleen knew that a 
home wedding comes with plenty of challenges. Though she’s a very 
detail-oriented person and loves to plan events, Colleen enlisted the 
help of a professional wedding planner to ensure that everything ran 
smoothly for the big day. Colleen also spent a lot of time researching 
different vendors to find the ones that could give her exactly what she 
wanted. “All that research definitely paid off,” Colleen says. “There is 
literally not one thing about our wedding I would change.” 

Colleen chose a 
palette of soft 
browns, greens, & 
white to give the 
celebration a  
warm, organic feel. 
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COORDINATION: THE WEDDING LIBRARY
theweddinglibrary.com (PAGE 21)

EVENT RENTALS: PARTY RENTAL LTD.
partyrentalltd.com (PAGE 12)

LIGHTING: MATT MURPHY event lighting
mattmurphyeventlighting.com (PAGE 66)

PHOTOGRAPHY: FRANCESCO MASTALIA
fmphotos.com | Susan baker

tENT RENTAL: SPERRY TENTS
sperrytentshamptons.com (page 29) 
 

{Other professionals}
CAKE: CHERYL KLEINMAN 

CALLIGRAPHY: CAROL DANIELE

CATERER: OLIVIER CHENG

FLORAL DESIGN: BLADE FLORAL & EVENT DESIGNS

HAIR & MAKEUP: NICOLE BRYL makeup new york

INVITATIONS: DAUPHINE PRESS

Logo design: (on page 55) BetsyWhite
betsywhite.com

Colleen and James wanted to 
make their guests feel right at 
home, as though they were guests 
at an intimate dinner party rather than at a crowded 
reception. Colleen kept the guest list fairly small. “We had 60 guests, 
which I thought was a perfect number — I never felt overwhelmed 
by the number of people, and we had a chance to connect with 
everyone,” she says.

Colleen chose a palette of soft browns, greens, and white to give the 
celebration a warm, organic feel. Tents in the couple’s yard housed 
reception tables and a dance floor complete with a band. Guests 
clustered around rustic tables topped with an eclectic mix of flowers 
and herbs in mason jars perched on slices of birch wood and flanked 
by mercury glass votives to nibble a Southern-inspired menu of 
hushpuppies with chipotle sauce, braised short ribs, and sliders made 
with pulled pork. The soul food fare continued for dinner with crab 
cakes, mashed sweet potatoes, and tiny banana cream puddings with 
classic vanilla wafers.

Their wedding celebration was everything Colleen and James 
had dreamed of, and as they danced among their guests, happily 
surrounded by the people and the place they loved, it was clear that 
there’s really no place like home.

wedding professionals
featured 

Colleen & James'
Advice

hire a wedding coordinator for 

your wedding day so you will be 

able to relax and not worry about 

last minute details. 1
No.

consider a smaller wedding for a 

more intimate , inviting celebrati
on. 

you’ll really be able to spend t
ime 

with your loved ones , not just 

say hello.
2
No.




